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all our struggles of this nature the innocent as well as the
guilty suffer. I hope, therefore, that neither my countrymen nor
I have forfeited the valuable co-operation and sympathy which
you have always extended. I may state that I am just now
carrying on delicate negotiations with General Smuts, in spite
of his rejection of our prayer, and if you have the leisure and
could interest yourself in the negotiations, and if you would
appoint a time and place, I would come over and discuss the situa-
tion.
Both Messrs Kallenbach and Polak, who have pleasant recol-
lections of the luncheon you gave in honour of Mr. Gokhale,
associate themselves in the sentiments I have expressed.1
/ am, etc.,
M. K. gandhi
the hon. marshall campbell
mount edgecombe
The Natal Mercury, 5-1-1914
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Mr. Gandhi, interviewed by Reuter on the subject of the reply received
from Government,3 said that there seemed in it a tone of conciliation of which he
was trying to take advantage. He would not state anything beyond saying that
he had placed himself in private communication with the Government, but he
thought that a way out of the deadlock was possible, and that, without any loss
of prestige or dignity, Grovernmeat could respond to the earnest prayer of the
Indian community for the representation of its interests. The Government's
declaration that it, at any rate, did not intend the Commission to bear a parti-
san character was a hopeful sign.
He added that he wanted to assure the Europeans in South Africa that
he felt just as much for the Europeans as for his own countrymen, regarding the
sufferings to be undergone by them both in a struggle of this gigantic nature;
and that, realizing fully his sense of responsibility, he would leave no stone un-
turned to avoid a revival of passive resistance.
1	For Marshall Campbell's reply side footnotes to "Letter   to  Marshall
Campbell", pp. 312-3.
2	This was reproduced in Indian Opinion, 31-12-1913.
3	Pttfe Appendix XV (1),

